2003

Gold Coast Cup

Outrigger Canoe Ultra Marathon
RACE PROGRAM
FRIDAY

12.00pm
Final Course Selection
Either Greenmount Beach or Southport Spit

(dependant upon conditions Greemount will be the start point)

If in doubt contact Race Co-ordinator on 0413 942201
6:00pm
AT SEA WORLD NARA RESORT (SIGN WILL BE IN FOYER)

WELCOME & TEAM REGISTRATIONS AND PADDLERS PACKS

PADDLERS BRIEFING AND BLESSING

Attend the Friday Night Briefing and go into the draw for Free Accommodation at Sea World Nara Resort for next year’s race. PLUS there will be other surprises

Dinner will be available at Sea World Nara Resort after briefing

Sea World Nara Resort has 3 restaurants to choose from

Includes race briefing, registration, paddlers packs,  paddlers blessing

As many of the paddlers as possible to attend if not, at least,  min. one person from crew must attend

Your team’s zone canoe registration number must be registered.
SATURDAY
GOLD COAST CUP

( Proposed Greenmount Beach)

7:30am

Short Briefing

8:30am

Gold Coast Cup

5:00pm 

Presentations and Random Draws

6.00 pm  

Dinner is served:  Spit Roast

$20 pp pre paid (needs to be paid when teams send to Northcliffe Outrigger Canoe Club their race nomination form and fees – so that we can obtain numbers for catering purposes.)

NB:  NO DOOR SALES ON THE NIGHT

Presentations and dinner will be held at Northcliffe Outrigger Canoe Club area (at Finish Line)

2003

Gold Coast Cup

Outrigger Canoe Ultra Marathon
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

a)
Start procedure will be by Yellow Flag and 2 blasts of horn - 5 min warning , Red Flag – 1 min warning, Green Flag indicates racing commenced. The flag times are a maximum and may be reduced at the Race Directors discretion. Start will be upon raising of the Green Flag and blast of horn. A black flag indicates a canoe or canoes are over the start line. The race can be started while a black flag is raised. It is the responsibility of individual crews to ensure they are behind the start line at the commencement of racing. Any crew over the line when the race commences may be disqualified or subject to time penalty at the Race Directors discretion.  Iron Race crews will start 5 minutes prior to the Change Race crews.

b)
The Course – change race - canoes will line up between start buoy and Race Directors Boat facing south. Canoes will head south following the lead boat to the Cook Island buoy. After rounding the buoy canoes will continue northward and pass between the beach and the start buoy. Canoes must then pass between the beach and the shark net buoys approximately 400m off Miami Point/Nth Burleigh, an official boat will be positioned adjacent the buoys. Following this point teams may follow their own line to the Gold Coast Sea way, staying within 1.5km of the shoreline.  Teams may follow  their own line to the finish line at the spit, immediately adjacent to the Sea World Nara Resort.  The finish line will be marked by two buoys. ( See Maps) Any crew not following the designated course may be disqualified or subject to time penalty at the Race Directors discretion.

c) The Course – iron race - canoes will line up between start buoy and Race Directors Boat facing north. Canoes will head north following the lead boat. Canoes must then pass between the beach and the shark net buoys approximately 400m off Miami Point/Nth Burleigh, an official boat will be positioned adjacent the buoys. Following this point teams may follow their own line to the Gold Coast Sea way, staying within 1.5km of the shoreline.  Teams may follow  their own line to the finish line at the spit, immediately adjacent to the Sea World Nara Resort.  The finish line will be marked by two buoys. ( See Maps) Any crew not following the designated course may be disqualified or subject to time penalty at the Race Directors discretion.

d)
Race Categories available to competitors -

	Open Men, Open Women
	18 years & over in calendar year of competition

	Master Men,Master Women
	35 years & over in calendar year of competition

	Senior Master Men, Senior Master Women
	45 years & over in calendar year of competition – min. 5 crews


e) Entry Fees are $AUS40 incl $AUS4.40(AOCRA Sanction Fee) per paddler
f) Cash & prizes shall be distributed in the following ways:

Change Race:  Open Men – 1st $1,000 and 2 rooms at Sea World Nara Resort Free for next year’s race; 2nd $500; 3rd $250: Open Women - 1st $1,000 and 2 rooms at Sea World Nara Resort Free for next year’s race; 2nd $500; 3rd $250: Master Men – 1st $1,000; 2nd $500; 3rd $250: Master Women – 1st $750; 2nd $350; 3rd $200: Snr Master Men – 1st $750; 2nd $350; 3rd $200: Snr Master Women - 1st $750; 2nd $350; 3rd $200

Medals will be presented to all place getters in the change race.
Iron Race:  Open Men – 1st 18 carat gold rings; 2nd silver pendant; 3rd bronze pendant: Open Women – 1st gold pendant; 2nd silver pendant; 3rd bronze pendant: Master Men – 1st gold pendant; 2nd silver pendant; 3rd bronze pendant: Master Women - 1st gold pendant; 2nd silver pendant; 3rd bronze pendant: Senior Master Men - 1st gold pendant; 2nd silver pendant; 3rd bronze pendant: Senior Master Women - 1st gold pendant; 2nd silver pendant; 3rd bronze pendant.

g) All canoes (including rigging, iako, ama, hull shape) must meet current AOCRA requirements. Zone registration numbers  must be prominent and readable on the bow of canoes. Storm covers on the canoe is mandatory. AOCRA standard tow ropes (12mm rope  20/25 metres in length) must be fixed to front iako. Each team must be proficient in the proceedure of towing their canoe. Min. of 2 bailing buckets must be on board canoe and no mechanical means of bailing water out of the canoe are permitted. All canoes must have proof of positive floatation inspection compliance stickers affixed. No foot support or braces are permitted. Paddles must be single bladed and may otherwise be of any shape and material. The Gold Coast Cup Race Committee shall have the final decision on approving or disapproving any entry, canoe or equipment. A beach pre race check of all canoes must have been completed by a Gold Coast Cup Race Official prior to entering the water – otherwise team is disqualified.
h) First changeover point for canoes will be after rounding the Cook Island buoy.  Further changes will be at the discretion of the teams, with the proviso that no changes are to be made within the area bounded by the Gold Coast Seaway rock retaining walls, for safety reasons. All changeovers must be made from water, i.e. no escort boat within 20m of any canoe at anytime.

i) Escort boats are the responsibility of the individual crews to meet all race requirements, and must not impede any other team , or assist their own by wash riding etc..  Each entry must have one escort power boat to accompany them throughout the race. All escort boats must meet the minimum state requirements, must be able to safely carry all team paddlers and boat crew members. All escort boats must be equipped with two way radio communications, Citizens Band or VHF only. Any entry without proper two way communication will not be allowed to participate. The appropriate emergency channel for communicating will be announced at the main race briefing and will be the resposibilty of the team to inform their respective support boat operators of that channel.  Random Radio checks will be made at beginning of the race. The Gold Coast Cup Race Committee will have the final decision on the approval or disapproval of any vessel used as an escort boat.  All support boats must have a licensed operator.

j) Teams may have paddlers from mixed clubs, provided all are registered financial members of AOCRA Inc. affiliated clubs or have AOCRA approved international insurance.

k) Change Teams shall consist of the following: Men's teams - 9 male paddlers only,  Women's teams -10 female paddlers only. No replacement of original paddlers is permitted once racing has commenced.

l) In accordance with AOCRA Inc. sanctioning requirements a senior AOCRA Management Committee  Official will be present to make any decisions which may be necessary relating to safety.

m) Each entry must provide approved personal flotation devices for each person on the escort boat and each paddler in the canoe. Each entry is responsible for complying with all applicable State, Federal regulations and requirements. Each entry is responsible for assuring that each paddler, coach, helper and boat captain is water safe.
n) The race is subject to postponement or cancellation by the Gold Coast Cup Race Committee or AOCRA Official if weather conditions, in their opinion, render running of the race to be unsafe. Entry fees in such cases are non-refundable .

o) The Gold Coast Cup Race Committee reserves the right to remove any signage which is not in good taste or which sabotages the promotional rights of the event sponsors. Canoes must display event sponsors promotional requirements in the required position.

p) Failure to comply with the directions of any safety official will result in immediate disqualification and may invalidate AOCRA insurance for that team.

q) Protests must be lodged in writing with a $50.00 non-refundable fee to the Race Committee no more than 15 minutes after finishing the race.
r) The Gold Coast Cup Race Committee shall not be liable to provide any cash or prizes in the event a sponsor fails to meet their obligations to The Gold Coast Cup.

s) In the event a team or its associated support group fails to meet any of the conditions of entry listed , The Gold Coast Cup Race Committee reserves the right to have the Race Director disqualify them immediately. If a team is disqualified they are no longer permitted to take any part in the event, entry fees in such cases are non-refundable .

NOTE :
Should any circumstances arise not covered in these racing conditions, The Gold Coast Cup Race Committee reserves the right to have the Race Director make a ruling on any such circumstance, and any such decision is to be final and binding.

PLEASE NOTE:  ALL PADDLERS WHO ARE NOT IN THE STARTING SIX WILL NEED TO BOARD THEIR SUPPORT CRAFT EITHER AT THE SOUTHPORT SPIT OR JACK EVANS BOAT HARBOUR, TWEED HEADS (PADDLERS CAN WALK OVER (350M) AND BOARD IN SAFETY. THERE WILL BE NO FERRYING OF PADDLERS TO THE SUPPORT BOATS OFF GREENMOUNT BEACH.
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